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It feels wonderful to be back aboard REGINA again and to be back on Silver Bank. It is 
my sixth year here, so it is beginning to feel like "home" and an easy one at that. We 
are still discovering new coral heads in our favorite operating area in the northeast 
section of the Bank, so it remains imperative to keep a sharp lookout at all times 

and to operate only in clear weather when the sun is high enough to see properly. 
There is one major change on the bank this year--the wreck of a small freighter high 
up on the reef just about two.and a half miles due east of our old Station Number 2. 
The bow is high out of water and it makes an excellent search radar target which is 
enormously useful for navigating in the northern section of the bank. It has helped 
pin-point the location of several dangerous rocks, some known and one or two unknown 
until now. The inner story of how and why a freighter with modern navigating gear 
ended up on the northeast reef of Silver Bank is unknown. Clearly she came from the 
east and must have been going fast to pile up so far. Even ashore we can't find out 
any information, not even the date she went on. I have not been aboard, but my crew 
reports that the electronics have been removed, but little else. The rest is fair game 
for salvagers, but few come this way and those that do fear to approach the breaking 
reef. , / 


This is our second annual winter cruise designed to introduce other whale scientists. 
to Silver Bank. Aboard with us are Stormy Mayo and Dave Matilla from the Provincetown 
Center for Coastal Studies, experts on Stellwagen Bank whales, and Tony Mardin of the 
British Antarctic Survey Unit in Cambridge, England, who has been investigating the 
humpbacks off Iceland. Three of the whales he photographed last summer have been 
photographed before, off Puerto Rico by Dave Matilla and here on Silver Bank by Ken 
Balcomb. All are amazed at the number of animals here and the discussions of how to 
maximize the gathering and utilization of the information available go on all day and 
into the night. 


We also have with us two film crews. Ted Cochrane and his two colleagues, who have 
sailed aboard for much of the past year, are continuing their documentary on our work. 
We also have a crew from Peace River Films, put aboard by the Children's Television 
Workshop and Bank Street College of Education to film scenes for an upcoming televi- 
sion series which will use whale research to teach elementary science and math. 
Finally, we have two newspaper reporters on board; Julie Gold who is doing a piece for 
the Boston Globe, and Beau Cutts from the Atlanta Journal and Constitution. We are a 
busy ship, with whirring cameras and interviews going on in every corner! 


Respectfully submitted, 


George Nichols, Jr. 
ORV REGINA MARIS 
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We are now back in Puerto Plata again, waiting for our next wave of participants. 
Our arrival in the early hours of Friday morning concluded a most pleasant and 
successful ten days on Silver Bank, watching, photographing and counting humpbacks. 


The population of animals on the Bank is probably near its peak now and appears to be > 
as large as ever. We have seen a good number of new calves, too, which augurs well for. 
the health of the stock. It must be remembered, however, that we have concentrated our 
work here for the last several days in the northern part of the bank where the fringing 
reef on the northeast edge provides the relatively smooth water much favored by 

mothers with new offspring. This fact may give a falsely high impression of the repro- 
ductive rate unless the entire bank is surveyed. Nevertheless, new calves are always a 
great source of fascination and amusement. At this stage they are still virtually 
newborns, none more than a week or two and many only a day or two old. Some still have 
their dorsal fins folded over and once in a while we see one so new that its flukes 

are still not quite flattened out. Once we saw one with shreds of umbilical cord still 
attached. But the best part is their behavior. New calves are like new kittens. They 
are infinitely playful, constantly rubbing against and rolling over their mothers' 
backs, splashing, blowing, and slapping their mothers with flipper or tail until, 
suddenly hungry, they dive under their mothers to nuzzle at the vent area where the 
nipples are to be found. Although we have never been able to photograph or even see a 
calf with the teat in its mouth we have seen white material, apparently spilt milk, 
floating nearby at the end of such encounters. 


All this was appealing material not only for our students and visiting scientists 
but also for the two film crews and two newspaper writers who shared the cruise with 
us. Those daylight moments, bright moon and brilliant starts at night, were a pretty 
heady combination, especially when capped by the fast sail with every sail set which 
took us back to Puerto Plata Thursday morning. No wonder no one wanted to go to bed 
after we docked that night! 


Respectfully submitted, 


George Nichols, Jr. 
ORV REGINA MARTS 
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